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2019 Annual Catholic Appeal

“As | have done for you, you should also do.”

BISHOP’S APPEAL MESSAGE

Commitment Weekend - April 6 & 7, 2019

Fifth Sunday of Lent

My dear friends in Christ,
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Turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel. During this time of Lent we make every effort to distance

ourselves from sin and more aggressively live out the Gospel in our daily lives.
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As recipients of God’s love and compassion, we fervently make our way through life expressing our gratitude for
Christ’'s enduring presence and forgiveness. As Disciples of Christ, we demonstrate our gratitude through acts
of love, compassion and kindness to others. One way we do this, is through our support of the Annual Catholic

Appeal.
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For more than forty years, the Annual Catholic Appeal has brought Good News to thousands of our brothers and
sisters throughout Delaware and the Eastern Shore of Maryland. Today, | take this opportunity to appeal to you

directly to support this annual fundraising effort and share in Christ’s work.
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The monies raised in the Annual Catholic Appeal are used to support ministries such as Casa San Francisco in
Milton, Delaware providing emergency help to the poor and homeless and Seton Center, a multi-purpose
neighborhood community center in Princess Anne, Maryland. Through your gifts, Catholic Charities offers Basic
Needs Programs to help low-income individuals and families become more self-sufficient and avert the threat of
homelessness. They offer counseling for those troubled by addiction or mental challenges. They help to resettle
refugees from countries of oppression, and they bring comfort, protective love, and support for pregnant women

at Bayard House.
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Bayard

Through the Annual Catholic Appeal your gift enables the values and beliefs of the Catholic faith to be instilled
in our children and adults. The diocese’s Catholic Schools are places where students Believe, Learn, Serve,
Lead and Succeed. We educate more than 9,500 students each year. The Office of Religious Education offers
ongoing training and support for parish directors, catechists and parents through faith formation and they serve
more than 10,000 students per year in 52 programs throughout the diocese. Our Catholic Youth and Young Adult
Ministry office touches the lives of thousands of individuals through various service, leadership and sports

programs.
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Those involved in Hispanic Ministry strive to meet both the spiritual and real life needs of so many who were

once strangers and are now members of our diocese.
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The money you donate supports the works of our chaplains who bring God’s grace in the sacraments to those

in hospitals, to the elderly in nursing homes, and to those imprisoned.
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The theme for the 2019 Annual Catholic Appeal is, “As | have done for you, you should also do.” Those words
recall the act of service Jesus performed for His disciples on the night before He died. He took the role of a
servant and washed their feet, and then asked them to follow his example by doing the same for others. Jesus
wanted the disciples to understand the importance of humble service to respond to the needs of the less
fortunate. During that First Eucharist Jesus told them — Do this in memory of me. He wanted both the celebration

and the service.
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In a few moments you will be asked to complete a pledge card and financially support the 2019 Annual Catholic

Appeal. | pray that you will consider making a sacrifice to this very important annual effort.
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May God bless you for your goodness.
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Most Reverend W. Francis Malooly, D.D.
Ninth Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Wilmington
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