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Our Diocese History of the Diocese of Wilmington at sesquicentennial:
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New challenge, direction
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In 2007 the Delaware General Assembly responded to the scandal of clergy sex abuse by suspending the state’s Statute of
Limitations for such cases during a two-year period. Normally that statute required that legal actions for damages be brought
within seven years of the damaging activity. By the time the window closed in 2009, over 150 civil actions for abuse from as far
back as 50 years in the past were brought against individual former priests, the parishes where they worked, and the diocese
for negligence in not preventing the harmful conduct. Jury verdicts for victims in the first cases that came to trial exceeded a
million dollars for each victim. Faced with the possibility that verdicts in the cases tried earlier could exhaust the assets of the
diocese and involved parishes before later cases came to trial, leaving nothing to compensate those victims, the diocese filed
for bankruptcy in 2009, so that all those with a claim on diocesan assets could be compensated fairly in proportion to the
injuries they suffered. The diocese emerged from bankruptcy in 2011, after reaching a settlement with abuse survivors that
included non-monetary undertakings, as well as $77.4 million in damages, to be met from sale of diocesan assets, insurance
coverage, staff reductions, and contributions from unrestricted funds of Catholic Cemeteries and the Catholic Diocese
Foundation, uninvolved charitable corporations of the diocese.
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Population and demographic changes continued to affect parish and school organization, with St. Stanislaus parish in
Wilmington closing in 2009 when only a few of its Polish families remained. Christ Our King parish closed its doors in 2016. Pope
John Paul Il interparochial school in the north Wilmington suburbs closed in 2012 after only four years of operation.
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However, a diocesan-wide study in 2012 showed a high level of willingness to contribute to the ongoing capital needs of the
church, and in 2013 the diocese undertook “Sustaining Hope for the Future,” a three-year campaign to raise $28 million in
capital funds for the diocese and its 57 parishes.
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In 2017, Bishop Malooly announced plans to celebrate the Diocese of Wilmington’s 150th anniversary. The year-long
celebration, “Rejoicing in the Lord since 1868,” began with a Mass at the Cathedral of St. Peter on March 3, 2018,
commemorating the establishment of the diocese in Delaware and the Eastern Shore of Maryland by Pope Pius IX in 1868.
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The sesquicentennial includes pilgrimages, a Convocation.and a commemorative book.
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In April 2018, the bishop led a diocesan pilgrimage to Annecy, France, the home of St. Francis de Sales, the patron saint of the
diocese, and to Rome.
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“Every deanery, parish, church, and Catholic in Delaware and Maryland’s Eastern Shore will have an opportunity to participate

in 150th anniversary activities,” Bishop Malooly said. “It will be a time of joyful thanks to God for our countless blessings and
prayer for the future of the Diocese of Wilmington.”
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